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been dead at least four hours. In this opinion he was
confirmed by another medical witness. The woman was
found lying on the floor, partly under a bed. There was a
severe wound in the throat, involving the superior thyroidal
artery and other vessels. From this about two pints of
blood had flowed on each side of the neck on to the floor.
There was no blood anywhere else on the body. It was
therefore clear that the wound in the throat must have been
caused when the body was in a recumbent position. Death
had resulted from suffocation,, owing to the blood having
flowed into the windpipe. In the right hand there was a
common table knife loosely held, the back of the blade
towards the palm of the hand and the point of the knife
pointing upwards. * There were four wounds on the inside
of one hand and six wounds on the inside of the other.
The wounds were across the fingers as if they had grasped
the blade of a knife. The medical evidence was to the
effect that the wound in the throat couldnot have been caused
with the right hand. It was therefore clear that the woman
hadbeen murdered. The only two other inmates of the house
were her husband, who had left at 4 o'clock, and the woman
Humbler. The question was, which of these two could have
committed the crime. It was urged in the defence of
Gardner, that the woman had been killed after 4 A.M.,, the
time "when he left the house. If that had been true, the
woman Humbler must have murdered her. The medical
evidence was, however, conclusive that at 8 A.M., when
found, the body must have been dead more than four hours,
because the rigor mortis had already set in, and it is clearly
proved, that in cases of asphyxia this rigidity does not
commence until after six hours. This brought the time
of death to about 2 A.H., when the only person in the room
with the deceased was her husband Gardner. When the
body was found,' the room of the woman Humbler was
searched, but nothing was found of a suspicious nature.
Three days afterwards, however, the man Gardner pointed
out some blood, which had evidently been lately smeared*
It was sworn that this blood had not been there at the time